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SUBJECT: KOREAN POPULATION ESTIMATES BEING REVISED UPWARDS 

SUMMARY: POPULATION ESTIMATES FOR 1975 NOW BEING USED BY 
KOREAN PLANNING AGENCIES SHOW ABOUT ONE AND A QUARTER MILLION 
MORE PERSONS THAN THE ESTIMATES USED LAST YEAR. NEW REVISED 
POPULATION PROJECTIONS THROUGH THE YEAR 2000 ARE EXPECTED TO 
BE RELEASED IN SEVERAL WEEKS. END SUMMARY. 

1 . THE KOREAN GOVERNMENT IS IN THE PROCESS OF REVISING ITS 
POPULATION EIGURES UPWARDS ON THE BASIS OE (1) AN OCTOBER 1, 

1975, CENSUS, (2) A SUBSEQUENT INTERIM ADJUSTMENT FOR ASSUMED 
UNDERCOUNTING, AND (3) FURTHER ADJUSTMENTS, EXPECTED TO BE 
ANNOUNCED AT THE END OF FEBRUARY, WHICH WILL PRESUMABLY TAKE 
INTO ACCOUNT A POST-CENSUS SAMPLING SURVEY. 

2. PENDING THE FINAL ADJUSTMENTS YET TO BE RELEASED, KOREAN 
PLANNING AGENCIES ARE NOW CONSISTENTLY USING THE EOLLOWING 
MID-YEAR POPULATION EIGURES IN THOUSANDS OE PERSONS: 1975-35,251 
(PREVVOUSLY ESTIMATED AT 33,994) AND 1976-35,851. 

MID-1974/75 AND MID 1975/76 POPULATION GROWTH RATES OF 1.60 
PERCENT RESULT, AFTER ALLOWING FOR NET EMIGRATION, THE SAME 
FIGURE AS ESTIMATED PREVIOUSLY EOR 1974/75. HOWEVER, 1970- 
1974 GROWTH RATES NOW READ HIGHER THAN BEFORE. 

3. THE OCTOBER 1, 1975 CENSUS COUNTED 34,688 THOUSAND PERSONS. 

WITH THE INTERIM ADJUSTMENT EOR UNDERCOUNTING, THE TOTAL AS OF 
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HIGHER THAN THE RAW CENSUS RESULT. 

4. PER CAPITA GNP AND OTHER DATA USED IN EMBASSY REPORTING 
DURING THE PAST TWO NONTHS ARE BASED ON THE SAME TENTATIVE 
REVISED ESTIMATES THAT KOREAN PLANNING AGENCIES ARE NOW USING. 

THE EMBASSY WILL REPORT THE FINAL ADJUSTMENTS TO POPULATION 
ESTIMATES WHEN THEY ARE RELEASED. 

SNEIDER 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: CENSUS, POPULATION GROWTH RATE 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 19 FEB 1976 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976SEOUL01216 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760063-0080 
From: SEOUL 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linki 976/newtext/t1 9760234/aaaabdov.tel 

Line Count: 69 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION OES 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ullricre 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 21 JUL 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <21 JUL 2004 by oatisao>; APPROVED <30 AUG 2004 by ullncre> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: KOREAN POPULATION ESTIMATES BEING REVISED UPWARDS SUMMARY: POPULATION ESTIMATES FOR 1975 NOW BEING USED 
BY 

TAGS: EGEN, KS 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



